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Beginners Guide to FTP for WordPress  

When you self host your own WordPress blog you have access to the most basic of 

WordPress functionality . 

In order to get the same functionality , and more, for your blog as that provided by 

WordPress.com, you will need to install some of the many WordPress.org 

plugins. 

This guide you show you how to: 

¶ Configure FileZilla, an FTP client, to allow you to transfer files to and from 

your blog. 

¶ Download a plugin. 

¶ Install the plugin onto your blog  using FileZilla.  

¶ Activate the plugin . 

Copying Files to Your Blog 

Installing a new plugin involves copying , or transferring , files from your 

computer to the computer which contains the files used to manage your blog 

(your host).  

To copy files you will need to use FTP, which stands for File Transfer Protocol.  

FTP is the method used to transfer files from one computer to another. 

To use FTP, you will need an FTP client, an application that runs on your 

computer.  There are many available, and historically the better ones are free to 

trial only (i.e. you need to pay for continued usage).  

If you donôt already have an FTP client, an excellent Open Source FTP client is 

freely available, being FileZilla , which is currently available for the Windows, 

Linux and Mac OS platforms. 

Go ahead and download the FileZilla client  and install it now.  

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File_Transfer_Protocol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source
http://filezilla-project.org/
http://filezilla-project.org/download.php
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Connecting to Your Blog 

The FTP client software communicates with an FTP server which is managed by 

your host.  For the FTP client to connect to the FTP server, it will need the 

following information, all of which should have been provided by your host upon 

signup: 

1) Host  Name 

This is the name of the computer which contains the files which manages 

your blog.  Typically, this is either myblog.com or ftp.myblog.com, where 

ómyblog.comô is the domain name of your blog. 

To make things confusing, a host can mean: 

a) The name of a machine which ñhostsò Internet services such as HTTP 

(your blog) and FTP (copying files), or 

b) A company which provides web hosting services, such as Go Daddy, 

DreamHost or Laughing Squid etc. 

2) Port Number  

By default, FTP uses port number 21.  This may or may not be the case for 

your host, however, they will tell you what port number their FTP server is 

using. 

The Internet uses port numbers for all different protocols.  For example, 

you view your blog over port 80, which is used for HTTP.  A list of official 

and unofficial port numbers  is available on Wikipedia . 

3) User Name 

The user name of the account, created by your host, which is authorized to 

transfer files to, and from, the computer hosting your blog.  

4) Password 

The password of the above account. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_TCP_and_UDP_port_numbers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_TCP_and_UDP_port_numbers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_TCP_and_UDP_port_numbers
http://wikipedia.org/
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Configuring a Site 

Within the FileZilla client, a computer it connects to, for the purposes of 

transferring files, is called an ñFTP Siteò. 

In order to connect to the computer hosting your blog, you need to configure its 

site information.  

The Site Manager is where you setup site information within FileZilla, and this is 

available by selecting File ï Site Manager, or selecting the Site Manager toolbar 

button.  

 

The Site Manager dialog is now displayed: 
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Select ñNew Siteò and call it ñMy Blogò, or whatever you feel is more descriptive, 

and then press Enter. 

 

Enter the host name and port number values provided by your host, and select 

ñFTP ï File Transfer Protocolò as the servertype. 

 

The other three servertypes, SFTP, FTPS and FTPES are all more secure forms of 

FTP in that they are more robust or provide encryption support.  Again, you host 
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will tell you whether they use regular FTP or one of the other available types.  

Unless you are totally paranoid, FTP is acceptable for blogs. 

Now you will ned to enter the user name and password to use.  Before you can 

enter this information you need to select ñNormalò as the logontype. 

 

 Select ñConnectò and it will both save the site connection information, so you can 

connect again without re-entering this information, and attempt to conne ct to the 

site. 
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Connecting to a Site 

When you connect to a site, FileZilla will display the files & folders available on 

the local site, your computer, on the left hand side, and the files & folders 

available on the remote site, the site to which you are connected, i.e. the 

computer which hosts your blog, on the right hand side. 

 

The top level folder of the remote site is shown. 

The top level folder of your WordPress blog will be the folder which contains the 

ówp-adminô, ówp-contentô and ówp-includesô folders. 

You may find that your host places the WordPress blog files within the 

ópublic_htmlô folder.  Our host, Go Daddy, however, does not. 

The folders ócgiô, óphp_uploadsô and óstatsô may or more not exist on your FTP 

account, as these may be host dependent (our host is Go Daddy). 

The top portion of the FileZilla client is the message log.  This lists the 

information sent by FileZilla, in the form of FTP commands  issued, and the 

information received by FileZilla in the form of the response  retrieved. 
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The bottom portion of the FileZilla client is the transfer queue, which is divided 

in three sections: 

1) Queued files 

This shows a list of files which are currently being transferred and the files 

waiting to be transferred.  By default, only 2 files can be actively 

transferred at any one time and any number of files can be waiting to be 

transferred.  

2) Failed transfers 

This shows the list of files whose transfer failed. 

Insufficient disk space, on either your computer or the remote computer, 

will be the most likely cause for file transfer failures.  

3) Successful transfers 

This shows the list of files which were successfully transferred. 

Transferring Files 

Now what we have setup FileZilla and can connect to the blogôs FTP site, we can 

walkthrough copying some files. 

As an example, we will install the  Google XML Sitemaps plugin onto your blog.  

Step 1 ï Download the Plugin 

Visit the WordPress.org Plugin Directory  and search for ñGoogle XML 

SiteMapsò. 

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/
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The first result should take to page describing the Google XML Sitemaps 

plugin by Arne Brachhold .  

 

All plugins are packaged as a ZIP archive file, which allows a number of 

files and folders to be contained within a single file, which greatly 

simplifies downloading.  

Select the ñDownloadò button. 

Internet Explorer will prompt as to whether the file 

ógoogle-sitemap-generator.3.1.0.1.zipô should be opened or saved to the file 

system.  Select the ñSaveò button. 

If you are using Firefox, then you will get a similar dialog; however, when 

you save the file to the file system, Firefox will automatically save it to the 

currently confi gured download folder, which by default is your ñDesktopò. 

NOTE:  The plugin may have been updated since this article was written, 

so the version number may be greater than 3.1.0.1, and so the name of the 

plugin ZIP file may be different to reflect the late st version number 

available. 

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
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Internet Explorer will now display the Windows ñSave Asò dialog which 

allows you to save the file in any folder and also rename it if you so desire. 

Personally, I download WordPress related files to 

ñC:\ Downloads\WordPressò. 

 

Select ñSaveò and Internet Explorer will start downloading the plugin.  The 

plugin file is very small at only 361 KB, so it will be downloaded almost 

immediately.  
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If the ñClose this dialog box when download completesò is not checked, 

then Internet Explor er will display the following dialog when the 

download is complete. 

 

Select ñOpen Folderò and the folder ñC:\ Downloads\WordPressò, or the 

folder which you specified to download the plugin to, will be opened.  

 

The plugin has now been successfully downloaded to your computer. 
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Step 2 ï Unzip the Plugin 

The next step is to unzip the plugin ZIP file. 

The easiest method to save the files within a ZIP file to a folder on the file 

system, is to use the built in ZIP support provided by Windows XP 

(Windows Vista should have similar functionality).  If you have installed a 

separate ZIP application, such as WinZip etc, then you can use this. 

You can left double click on the ñgoogle-sitemap-generator.3.1.0.1.zipò file, 

or right click and select the ñOpenò option. 

 


