Beginners Guide to FTP for WordPress

When you self host your own WordPress blog you have access to the most basic of
WordPress functionality .

In order to get the same functionality , and more, for your blog as that provided by
WordPress.com, you will need to install some of the many WordPress.org

plugins.

This guide you show you how to:

1 Configure FileZilla, an FTP client, to allow you to transfer files to and from
your blog.

1 Download a plugin.

1 Install the plugin onto your blog using FileZilla.

1 Activate the plugin.

Copying Filesto Your Blog

Installing a new plugin involves copying, or transferring , files from your
computer to the computer which contains the files used to manage your blog
(your host).

To copy files you will need to use FTP, which stands forFile Transfer Protocol.
FTP is the method used to transfer files from one computer to another.

To use FTP, you will need an FTP clienf an application that runs on your
computer. There are many available, and historically the better ones are free to
trial only (i.e. you need to pay for continued usage).

|l f you dondét al r e adegxceleat®@men SoarcelFTP Blientis i ent , an
freely available, being FileZilla , which is currently available for the Windows,

Linux and Mac OS platforms.

Go ahead and download the FileZilla client and install it now.
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Connecting to Your Blog

The FTP client software communicates with an FTP server which is managed by
your host. For the FTP client to conned to the FTP server, it will need the
following information, all of which should have been provided by your host upon
signup:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Host Name

This is the name of the computer which contains the files which manages
your blog. Typically, this is either myblog.com or ftp.myblog.com, where
6myblog.comdb is the domain name of your

To make things confusing, a host can mean:

a) The name of a machine whichfhostso Internet services such as HTTP
(your blog) and FTP (copying files), or

b) A company which provides web hosting services, such as Go Daddy,
DreamHost or Laughing Squid etc.

Port Number

By default, FTP uses port number 21. This may or may not be the case for
your host, however, they will tell you what port number their FTP server is
using.

The Internet uses port numbers for all different protocols. For example,
you view your blog over port 80, which is used for HTTP. A list of official
and unofficial port numbers is available on Wikipedia .

User Name

The user name of the account, created by your host, which is authorized to
transfer files to, and from, the computer hosting your blog.

Password

The password of the above account.
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Configuring a Site

Within the FileZilla client, a computer it connects to, for the purposes of
transferring files, is called an AFTP Siteo.

In order to connect to the computer hosting your blog, you need to configure its
site information.

The Site Manager is where you setup die information within FileZilla, and this is
available by selecting Filei Site Manager, or selecting the Site Manager toolbar
button.

File Edit Miew Transfer S

%‘ b Q)

Hol Opnlan the Site Manager | |
| 1

The Site Manager dialog is now displayed:

X

Site Manager

Select Entry: —
General |Advanced Transfer settings || Charset

Tew Site ] [ Iew Folder

0K ] [ Discard
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Sel ect ANew Sit
and then press Enter.

Site Manager

Select Entry:
= 1y sites

_@_ My Blog

[ T Site ] [ Mew Falder ]

[ Rename ” Delete ]

eo0 and call

General |Advanced | Transfer settings || Charset |

t

X

Host: || 1

| Port: |

Servertype: |FTP - File Transfer Pratoceol

Logontype: | AnCnymous

User: |

Password: |

Sccount: |

Comments:

I Conneck l [ 0]8

] [ Discard

i Myiptiv8,] og o,

or

Enter the host name and port number values provided by your host, and select

AFTIAFI | e

Site Manager

Select Entry:
= 1y sikes

_@_ My Blog

[ T Site ] [ Mew Falder ]

[ Rename ][ Delete ]

Transfer

Protocol o

General |Advanced | Transfer settings || Charset |

as

X

Host: |myblog.com | Part: |21

Servertvpe: |FTP - File Transfer Protocal

FTP - Fle Transfer Protocol

SFTP -*8&H File Transfer Pratocol
FTPS - FTP over implicit TLSfSSL
FTPES - FTP awer explicik TLS/SSL

Logontype:

User:

Password: |

Sccount: |

Comments:

I Conneck l [ Ok

] [ Discard

t he

servertyp

The other three servertypes, SFTP, FTPS and FTPES are all more secure forms of
FTP in that they are more robust or provide encryption support. Again, you host
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will tell you whether they use regular FTP or one of the other available types.
Unless you are totally paranoid, FTP is acceptable for blogs.

Now you will ned to enter the user name and passvord to use. Before you can

enter this information you need to select
Site Manager g|
Select Entry: o -
General |Advanced Transfer settings || Charset
= 1y sikes
_@_ MMy Elog Host: |myblog.com | Port: |21 |
Servertvpe: |FTP - File Transfer Pratocel V|
Logontype: |Nc-rmal v|
User: |myFtpaccount |
Password:  |TTTIXTIR T TrTy |
Sccount: | |
Comments:
[ T Site ][New Folder ]
[ Rename ][ Delete ]
I Connect l [ [o]4 ] [ Discard
Select AConnecto and it wild/ both save t

connect again without re-entering this information, and attempt to conne ct to the
site.
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Connecting to a Site

When you connect to a site, FileZilla will display the files & folders available on
the local site, your computer, on the left hand side, and the files & folders
available on the remote site, the site to which you are @nnected, i.e. the
computer which hosts your blog, on the right hand side.

& BlogWell - - FileZilla CEEX)

File Edit ‘iew Transfer Server Help

- ERLQ BeO &R P =t

Hast: Username: Password: Park: B
Status: Directary listing successful ~
Skabus: Retrieving directory listing. ..
Command: CoUP
Fesponse: 250 OF, Current directory is |
Command: PWD
Fesponse: 257 "" is wour current location
Skabus: Directory listing successful w
Local site: | i + | Remoate site: | [ ~

Filename  + Filesize | Filetype Last modified t Filename + Filesize = Filetype Last modified Permissions  #*
Ibin File Folder  7/7/2005 9:56:28 AM Iicgi File Folder 3/4/2003 4:15:00 PM drie--s--x
|C)Documents and Settings % File Falder  7/12f2008 9:50:00 PM IIphp_uploads File Folder  12fzafz007 driran---
| Downloads File Folder  7/1/2008 7:49:24 AM | )stats File Folder  3/6/2008 6:11:00 &M drwx—-r-x
\hdrivers File Folder  6/13/2005 8:54:09 AM |0 wp-admin File Folder  7/9/2008 1:06:00 &M drwwcr-xr-x
1386 File Folder  6/12/2008 5:43:48 AM \)wp-content File Folder  5/3/2008 3:24:00 PM drwr-xr-x
) Inetpub File Folder  7/12/2005 6:47:44 PM IJwp-includes File Folder 5)3/2008 3:16:00 PM drasr-xr-x e
IIMSOCache File Folder 6/13/2003 10:10:34 PM v |< S
12 files and 20 directories, Total size: 6 GE 33 files and 7 directories, Total size: 227 KB

Server | Local file Direction  Remate file Size | Priotity Status

Queued files Failed transfers Successful transfers

Queue: emply @9

The top level folder of the remote site is shown.

The top level folder of your WordPress blog will be the folder which contains the
0 w@dmiwpdc,o n6t e ntvdBi moldu dbers 6 f ol d

You may find that your host places the WordPress blog files within the
Opublic_html & folder. Our host, Go Daddy, h

The folders O6cgi 6, o6éphp _uploadsdé and Ostat sb
account, as these may be host dependenfour host is Go Daddy).

The top portion of the FileZilla client is the message log. This lists the

information sent by FileZilla, in the form of FTP commands issued, and the
information received by FileZilla in the form of the response retrieved.
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The bottom portion of the FileZilla client is the transfer queue, which is divided
in three sections:

1) Queued files

This shows a list of files which are currently being transferred and the files
waiting to be transferred. By default, only 2 files can be actively
transferred at any one time and any number of files can be waiting to be
transferred.

2) Failed transfers
This shows the list of files whose transfer failed.

Insufficient disk space, on either your computer or the remote computer,
will be the most likely cause for file transfer failures.

3) Successful transfers
This shows the list of files which were successfully transferred.
Transferring Files

Now what we have setup FileZilla and can <co
walkthrough copying some files.

As an example, we will install the Google XML Sitemaps plugin onto your blog.

Stepli Downloadthe Plugin

Visit the WordPress.org PFugin Directory and search for fAGoogl e
SiteMapso.
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The first result should take to page describing the Google XML Sitemaps
plugin by Arne Brachhold.

{Z WordPress » Google XML Sitemaps « WordPress Plugins - Windows Internet Explorer

pr——
@ s

B Rl 5 »
W ke ‘\"}ﬂ ‘WordPress > Google XML Sitemaps « WordPress Plugins | n"}? B e ~ |:bPage v {CF Tools ~

m—— e 1
v |\ http:/jwordpress.orgfextend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/ M| 2| X |

EE

Extend s E 3 H Download

Plugin Directory

Username Password Login | ;¢ Register
Extend Home Google XML Sitemaps
Plugins L. 5
Description Installation Faq Screenshots Other Notes Stats Download
= Developer Center vh
Ideas Author: Arne Brachhold
FYI
Kvetch!

This plugin will create a Google sitemaps compliant XML-Sitemap of your

WordPress blog. It supports all of the WordPress generated pages as well as Version: 1.0

Popular Tagsyore » custom ones. Everytime you edit or create a post, your sitemap is updated and OLREsVAERiE

all major search engines that support the sitemap protocol, like ASK.com, tast Uncated: 2000 527
Post (338)

Google, MSN Search and YAHOO, are notified about the update. REGERES RS
widget (306) or higher
admin (249) I'm currently studying Information Services and searching for a temporary Suthoe oansge ¥
posts (208) internship position between September 2008 and March 2009 in the USA or Elpin Homapane =

Canada. If you're looking for an experienced Java / PHP / .Net / WordPress ESSatete Ll P
comments (203)
developer, please don't hesitate to write me and I will send you my resume as
sidebar (185) .
soon as possible. .
plugin (168) Average Rating v

http://downloads. wordpress.orgfplugin/google-sitemap-generator.3.1.0.1.2ip O Internet H100% ~

All plugins are packaged as a ZIP archive file, which allows a number of
files and folders to be contained within a single file, which greatly
simplifies downloading.

Sel ect the ADownl oado button.

Internet Explorer will prompt as to whether the file
0 g o estiemap-generator.3. 1. 0. 1. zi p6é6 should be opened
system. Select the fASaveodo button.

If you are using Firefox, then you will get a similar dialog; however, when
you save the file to the file system, Firefox will automatically save it to the
currentyconfigur ed downl oad fol der, which by de

NOTE: The plugin may have been updated since this article was written,
so the version number may be greater than 3.1.0.1, and so the name of the
plugin ZIP file may be different to reflect the late st version number
available.
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File Download 3

Do you want to open or save this file?

@ Name: google-sitemap-generator. 3.
Type: WinZip File
From: downloads.wordpress.org

1.0.1.zip

Open ] I Save %_l I Cancel ]

harm your computer. If you do not trust the

‘el While files from the Internet can be useful,
: save this file. What's the risk?

some files can potentially
source, do not open or

|l nternet

Expl orer wi

[ now display the
allows you to save the file in any folder and also rename it if you so desire.

Personally, | download WordPress related files to
fi GDownloads\Wor d Pr es s 0.

Save As

Save in

&/

My Recent
Documents

@

Desktop

My Documents

@@

My Computer

@

My Né?work

; 1 I WordPress

File name: {google-silemap-generalon3.1

01.2p v/

Save ;
1a

Save as type: iWinZip File

|
|

[ Cancel ]

Sel e

ct

ifiSaveodo and |

nternet

Explorer wi

plugin file is very small at only 361 KB, so it will be downloaded almost
immediately.
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I f the AClose this dialog box when downl o
then Internet Explor er will display the following dialog when the
download is complete.

Download complete

¥

= Download Complete

...emap-generator, 3.1.0.1.zip from downloads, wordpress,org

Downloaded: 95.9KE in 3 sec
Download to: .. \google-sitemap-generator, 3.1,
Transfer rate: 31.9KB/Sec

[ Clage this dialog box when download completes

[ Open ] [ Open Folder ] [ Cloge ]
2

Sel ect AOpen Fol déabDoanlcads\Wotr & r egslsder ofi Ct he
folder which you specified to download the plugin to, will be opened.

& WordPress

File Edit Wiew Fawvorites Tools Help ‘:,'
\_) Back -\_;l lﬁ; p Search Ii ) Folders v
address 123 Cr\Downloads\wordPress "| 5o
I
File and Folder Tasks ¥
{google-sitema’

other Places ¥ -generator. 3

Details

WordPress %

File: Folder

361 KB ' My Computer

The plugin has now been successfully downloaed to your computer.
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Step 2Zi Unzip the Plugin
The next step is to unzip the plugin ZIP file.
The easiest method to save the files within a ZIP file to a folder on the file
system, is to use the built in ZIP support provided by Windows XP
(Windows Vista should have similar functionality). If you have installed a

separate ZIP application, such as WinZip etc, then you canusethis.

You can | eft doubl-stemap-g ecnke roant otrh.e3 .filg.00o.gll .ez
or right click and select the AOpeno opt.i
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